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The pieces of the puzzle are finally falling into 
place. In late 2013 in Warsaw, Poland, the 
UNFCCC approved most of the international 
arrangements needed to reward forest mitigation: 
the REDD+ mechanism. Right now, more than  
50 developing countries are working on large scale 
plans to curb deforestation —REDD+ national 
plans—; donors have committed over US$7 billion 
to fund REDD+, and we are witnessing the 
emergence of large, on-the-ground REDD+ 
programmes covering millions of hectares of forest. 

From the start, WWF was at the forefront of the 
forest and climate agenda, pushing for ambitious 
international agreements and partnering with 
national and local stakeholders for on-the-ground 
delivery in more than 25 countries. 

We are convinced that, when done in a way that 
safeguards the rights of local communities and 
indigenous peoples, this work can not only benefit 
forests and climate, but also biodiversity and  
local livelihoods, above and beyond other traditional 
forest conservation initiatives. 

Our work over the coming years is to seize on  
the policy will and funding opportunities of the 
international forest and climate agenda and  
put it to work to deliver big forest conservation 
wins. Please join us in the challenges and rewards 
of making it a reality. 

WHY THE FOREST AND CLIMATE AGENDA?  
Tropical forests—the planet’s 
lungs, home to people and 
wildlife, carbon storehouses 
and potential engines of green 
economic growth—are essen-
tial to life on Earth. Hence, 
forests have been at the heart 
of conservation work for more 
than a century. 

We are proud to have been a part of many accom-
plishments to protect these amazing ecosystems, 
from the creation of national parks and protected 
area systems, to forest products’ certification 
schemes and sustainable producers’ roundtables.

There’s much to celebrate. But forests, and 
particularly tropical forests, still face major threats  
from deforestation and degradation. Deforestation 
and degradation results in massive greenhouse gas 
emissions, fueled by the world’s demand for 
natural resources from production systems focused 
on short term economic gains and by governance 
systems that overlook the many opportunities to 
manage forests sustainability.

Now, a powerful tool and an urgent call to action 
has been added to the forest conservation toolkit. 
Since 2007, international climate negotiations 
have highlighted the intersection of forest  
conservation and the climate, namely, managing 
forests to adapt to and mitigate climate change  
as a once-in-a-generation opportunity to ally forest 
conservation with action on climate change and the 
developmental needs of tropical forest countries1.  
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Our Global 
Vision for  
Forests and 
Climate: 
People and nature 
thrive in a world  
rich in forests that 
benefit people, help 
stabilize the global 
climate and support 
biodiversity

Our Global 
Goal:
Worldwide zero  
net deforestation 
and degradation  
by 2020 contributes  
to a  major reduction 
in the emission of 
climate threatening 
gases, supports 
biodiversity and 
offers new  eco-
nomic development 
opportunities to 
forest dwellers

Our 
Commitment:  
WWF work, globally 
and on-the-ground, 
contributes to 
achieving zero net 
deforestation and 
degradation by 2020 
resulting in  major 
emission reductions 
in WWF priority 
landscapes that 
include the most 
important world 
forests  1Forest adaptation to climate means land use management to reduce climate change impacts on existing forests as well as 

using existing forests and reforestation to reduce climate change impacts in other landscapes. Forest mitigation is known as 
REDD+ which stands for: reduced emission from deforestation and forest degradation. The “plus” means that this work includes 
the role of conservation, sustainable management of forests and enhancement of forest carbon stocks. 
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MEXICO

GUATEMALA

NIGERIA

BURKINA FASO

DOMINICAN REPUBLIC

SURINAME

GUYANA*

CHILE

EL SALVADOR

*CAMEROON

TOGO

COLOMBIA*

*PERU

PARAGUAY*

HONDORUS

CENTRAL AFRICAN REPUBLIC

GHANA

ECUADOR*

BRAZIL*

*BOLIVIA

ARGENTINA

NICARAGUA

GABON

CÔTE D’IVOIRE

PANAMA

CONGO

LIBERIA

COSTA RICA

*DEMOCRATIC REPUBLIC 
OF THE CONGO

ZAMBIA

CANADA

UNITED STATES

NORWAY

DENMARK

UNITED KINGDOM

NETHERLANDS

GERMANY

SPAIN

CREDIT: RICCARDO PRAVETTONI, UNEP/GRID-ARENDAL, ADAPTED FROM OLSON ET AL., 2001.

COUNTRIES CURRENTLY WORKING ON REDD+ PLANS

COUNTRIES THAT FUND REDD+ACTIVITIES

* COUNTRIES WHERE WWF AND/OR THE FOREST  
 AND CLIMATE PROGRAMME IS ENGAGED 

TROPICAL AND SUBTROPICAL FORESTS 

TUNDRA

BOREAL FOREST

TEMPERATE FOREST

TEMPERATE GRASSLANDS SAVANNAS AND SHRUBLANDS

DESERT AND DRY SHRUBLANDS

TROPICAL AND SUBTROPICAL GRASSLANDS, SAVANNAS AND SHRUBLANDS 

REDD+ AT A GLANCE 



 

KENYA

*NEPAL

VIETNAM*

LAOS

THAILAND*

CAMBODIA*

PAPUA NEW GUINEA

PHILIPPINES

SOLOMAN ISLANDS

MALAYSIA*

VANUATU

FIJI

*INDONESIA

UGANDA

BHUTAN

ETHIOPIA

PAKISTAN

TANZANIA*

BANGLADESH

MADAGASCAR*

SRI LANKA

MOZAMBIQUE

AUSTRALIA

JAPAN

REDD+ has brought 
unparalleled 
resources to monitor 
the state of forests 
and forest-related 
ecosystem services.

KNOWLEDGE

$7 billion USD  
has already been 
committed for 
REDD+, and this 
could grow to an 
estimated $20 billion 
per year by 2020.

FINANCE

Most tropical 
countries around  
the world  are pre- 
paring REDD+ plans,  
and REDD+ plays  
an important role in 
international climate 
change negotiations 
under the UNFCCC. 

POLICY
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WWF IS TACKLING THE CHALLENGES OF THE FOREST AND 
CLIMATE AGENDA THROUGH FOUR MAJOR AREAS OF WORK: 

OUR STRATEGY  

1. CAMPAIGNING TO SCALE UP REDD+ 
TARGETS AND FINANCING   
■  Internationally, WWF and partners will support  

the adoption of comprehensive REDD+ frameworks 
in the UN and major multilateral and bilateral 
financial institutions

■ Advancing new country commitments on REDD+ 
finance and deforestation targets will require 
coordinated policy work within international and 
domestic political processes

2. PROMOTING AT-SCALE REDD+ 
PROGRAMMES    
■ Domestically, WWF and its partners will support  

the development of ambitious REDD+ national 
strategies and large on-the-ground national or 
subnational (jurisdictional) REDD+ programmes  
that respect WWF REDD+ guiding principles

■ These national or subnational REDD+ strategies 
could include, for example, the extension of 
protected areas, forest-friendly land-use planning, 
increased enforcement, certification, community- 
based natural resource management, conservation- 
friendly governance, ecotourism and payment  
for ecosystem services

Our work has only begun. The forest and climate agenda  
is a real opportunity to deliver global forest conservation, but 
the past five years have taught us that it will not be an easy  
road.  Barriers to progress include limited REDD+ targets and 
limited funding commitments, major gaps in capacity, uneven 
community support, and the need to integrate REDD+ and 
forest adaptation into the broader framework of forest 
conservation and make them part of countries’ sustainable  
development strategies. 

Realizing the potential of this forest and climate agenda  
will require WWF and partners to act at both the  
international and country levels with a broad vision,  
ambitious goals and clear principles. We believe  
in collaborating with multiple stakeholders, including  
national and regional government agencies, indigenous  
peoples and their representatives, bilateral and multi- 
lateral institutions, private companies, the conservation 
community and society as a whole. 

THE CHALLENGES AHEAD AND  
OUR STRATEGY TO OVERCOME THEM 
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3. CREATING AND STRENGTHENING 
CAPACITIES  
■ To tackle the capacity gap, WWF will pursue 

multiple approaches at both the country and 
international levels in a manner that targets  
key individuals within “first mover” countries  
and important stakeholder groups

■ WWF will focus on building capacity in key 
countries and landscapes and harvesting and 
disseminating lessons learned to help shape  
the policies and measures that are essential  
for REDD+ to succeed

4. INTEGRATING REDD+ INTO NATIONAL 
AND INTERNATIONAL GREEN AGENDAS 
■ Globally, WWF and its partners will foster  

actions to curb international and national drivers 
of deforestation, pursuing policies that level the 
playing field for forest conservation vis-à-vis  
more short-term economic interests (e.g. ranch-
ing, agro-industry, mining) 

■ Domestically, WWF and its partners will encourage 
the integration of REDD+ and forest adaptation, 
with other forest conservation strategies and into 
the country’s sustainable development or green 
economic plans
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1.CLIMATE REDD+ demonstrably contributes to 
greenhouse gas emission reductions with national 
goals working toward a global objective

2.BIODIVERSITY REDD+ maintains and/or 
enhances forest biodiversity and ecosystem services

3.LIVELIHOODS REDD+ contributes to sustainable 
and equitable development by strengthening the 
livelihoods of forest-dependent communities

4.RIGHTS REDD+ recognizes and respects the rights 
of indigenous peoples and local communities

5.FAIR & EFFECTIVE FUNDING REDD+ mobi-
lizes immediate, adequate and predictable resources 
for action in priority forest areas in an equitable, 
transparent, participatory and coordinated manner

5 PRINCIPLES FOR REDD+  
TO SAFEGUARD THE CLIMATE, BIODIVERSITY  
AND PEOPLE’S WELLBEING: 

PRINCIPLES COLLABORATIVELY CREATED AND ENDORSED BY CARE-INTERNATIONAL, GREENPEACE AND WWF
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WWF works primarily through country offices and through 
network-wide initiatives like the Forest and Climate 
Programme that lead and coordinate WWF’s international 
focus on specific issues and support WWF country offices  
in their work. Right now 18 WWF country offices in developing 
forest countries are actively working on national or local forest 
and climate programmes. WWF offices in half a dozen developed 
countries are also active nationally and internationally 
supporting the global forest and climate agenda and our 
on-the-ground work in developing countries.  

The Forest and Climate Programme:  

■ Leads WWF forest and climate advocacy in  
international climate negotiations, and with  
multilateral and bilateral agencies

■ Partners closely with WWF country offices  
to support on-the-ground REDD+ programmes 

■ Collaborates and coordinate with other WWF 
programmes that have a bearing on forest and climate 
issues especially with the WWF Forest Programme  
and the WWF Global Climate and Energy Initiative 

■ Focuses on technical development, capacity build-
ing and outreach around forest and climate issues 

HOW WE WORK  
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JOIN US IN  
LEVERAGING THE 
FOREST AND  
CLIMATE AGENDA  
TO BENEFIT PEOPLE 
AND NATURE

Our work over the coming years is to seize on 
the policy will and funding opportunities of the 
international forest and climate agenda and put 
it to work to deliver big forest conservation wins. 
Please join us in the challenges and rewards of 
making it a reality. We ask that: 

■ Governments and funding agencies develop bold 
and forward-thinking REDD+ plans and funding 
commitments 

■ International donors support WWF and our partners 
in our vital on-the-ground forest and climate work  
in vulnerable places

■ Forest stakeholders and forest communities join  
us in working together to ensure that these actions 
happen in a participatory, democratic way that truly 
benefits people, climate and nature 
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100%
RECYCLED

PANDA.ORG /FORESTCLIMATE

panda.org/forestclimate

WWWF’s Forest and Climate Programme 
leads WWF’s forest and climate agenda 
and coordinates and gives support to the 
many on-the-ground forest and climate 
activities of WWF country programmes.

The WWF Forest and Climate Programme 
is grateful for the financial and technical 
support it receives from the Government  
of Norway through a grant administered  
by the Norwegian Agency for Development 
Cooperation (Norad), from WWF 
constituencies, and from many WWF 
country offices, including WWF-Brazil, 
WWF-Colombia, WWF-DRC, WWF-
Germany, WWF-Guyana, WWF-Indonesia, 
WWF-Netherlands, WWF-Norway, 
WWF-Peru, and WWF-US.

FOR FURTHER INFORMATION, PLEASE CONTACT:
WWF Forest and Climate Programme
forestclimate@wwfus.org

 / wwf

 / wwfforestcarbon
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Why we are here
To stop the degradation of the planet’s natural environment and
to build a future in which humans live in harmony with nature.

Why we are here

www.panda.org/forestclimate

To stop the degradation of the planet’s natural environment and
to build a future in which humans live in harmony with nature.

Photos and graphics © WWF or used with permission. 
Text available under a Creative Commons licence.

® WWF Registered Trademark Owner © 1986, WWF-World Wide Fund for Nature 
(formerly World Wildlife Fund), Gland, Switzerland


